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PREFACE
Far from assuming the position of my being an authority on the
problem of identity, I am satisfied to regard myself as a black minister,
caught up in the revolution of blackness. What I purpose to do in this
paper is to attempt to discuss the contemporary black man in his search
for identity, to point out some of the things that seem to project great
promise for the black man in the future.
This paper will provide no concrete answers and no final solu>
tions; rather, it attempts to give insight on the black man's search for
identity through his relationship with Africa (wearing of the "soul"
dashika, Afro hair styles, jazz music, gospel music, politics, economic^
ally, culturally, and educationally).
For too long, the black man has depended on the white man for a
point of departure. He has relied on the whites' persistent image of
what the black man ought to be. But in all men there is a dedicated,
prevailing spirit and it is this dedication that tortures the black man
to seek for dignity and peace with himself as children of God.
i i i
INTRODUCTION
In 1969, it was necessary for the black man to search for his
identity because it is very clear that America is a country made up of
racism. For example, there are three groups of people living side by
side under the greatest of tension. These people have within them a
potential explosiveness that can turn this nation into turmoil. One
force is the poor, black, powerless world, angrily inhabited in the
ghettoes. The other force is the affluent white who wields a bagey
stick. A third force of the black and white who are pursuing the Ameri>
can dream and are caught up in the middle by the use of racism.
Racism has caused a psychological and systematic brain washing,
cultural deprivation, legal obstruction and terror tactics to keep it
alive. Racism allegates that white is better than black; white skin
color is more beautiful than black skin color; straight hair is lovelier
than kinky hair; a long nose is prettier than a short-flat nose; and
thin, red lips look better than thick lips; and the cycle goes on and on.
However, today black people are countering an attack on racism with
emphasis on black identity, black awareness, and black experience. No
longer is the black willing to live with a white man's brain, but he is
looking at his blackness as beauty and power of self-identity.
Who am I? and what am I doing? Negro Americans have had a problem
of identity in the past more serious than that faced by whites. James
Baldwin has written movingly of the enormous toll extracted by the effort
of the black to discover his own identity, which required first that he
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escape from the traditional stereotype of the Negro in America. His
father had a terrible life, Baldwin says; he was defeated long before he
died because at the bottom of his heart he really believed that the things
white people said about him were true. Baldwin fought hard against his
father's concept by refusing to eat watermelon or to listen to Negro jazz.
However, it was only after he lived in Paris that he began to resolve
the question of his own identity. He states that as long as he lived in
America no blacks had an acceptable image of himself and no proof of
one's existence; one had the choice of either acting like a "nigger",
or not acting like a "nigger", and only those who have tried it know how
impossible it is to tell the difference.^ The black man has been subject
to a system designed to destroy ambition, prevent independence, and erode
intelligence for the past three and a half centuries. Hence, nothing could
be more foolish or more damaging to the black man's cause than to refuse
to face the harsh reality of what three hundred and fifty years of white
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oppression has done to the black man's personality and behavior. In
his quest for identity the black man desperately seeks for his true his¬
torical identity. This he believes is the first step of finding many
things that are due him.
Historical Process
When the human drama opened, Africans were on the scene and acting;
in fact, the only people on the scene were Africans. Although these ancient
voices are silent, it is probable that they were dark-skinned. History
^Charles E. Silberman, Crisis in Black and White (New York: Random
House, Inc., 1968), pp. 71-72.
^Ibid.
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has pointed out that civilization started in the great river valleys
of Africa and Asia, in the fertile crescent in the Near East. These
people were among the first to use tools, paint pictures, plant seeds
and worship gods. Back there in the beginning, blackness was not an
occasion for obloquy. In fact, the reverse seems to have been true.
White men were sometimes ridiculed for the unnatural whiteness of their
skin. Black people were known and honored throughout the ancient world.^
It is well established that black people from somewhere were an important
element among the peoples who fathered Egyptian civilization. Badarian
culture proves that black men camped on the banks of the Nile River many
thousands of years before the Egypt of the Pharoahs.
The Egyptians painted themselves in three colors: black, reddish*
brown, and yellow. The color white was available to them, but they used
it to portray blue*eyed white skinned foreigners. Great Negro scholars
(W. E. B. OuBois, Carter G. Woodson, William Leo Hansberry), have insisted
that the ancient Egyptian from Menes to Cleopatra were a mixed race which
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presented the same physical types and color ranges as American Negroes.
In 1493 Askin Mohammed, the greatest King of the Sudan States, a
brilliant administrator and an enlightened legislator, reorganized the
armies, improved the banking and credit system and made Goa, Walata,
Timbuktu and Jennes intellectual centers. Timbuktu was a city with a popu¬
lation of some 100,000 people, a metropolis having both luxury and gaiety.
I!t was at Timbuktu that the Moslem came to study law and surgery at the
^Lerone Bennett, Jr., Before the Mayflower (Chicago: Penguin





Timbuktu lasted to the 17th Century although the Sudan Empire had
ended several states to the east and south such as Mossi Hausa, Kanem*
Bornu and Ashanti which retained their political identities down to the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries* Great Zimbabene and other stone
cities in Southern Rhodesia suggest that strong states flourished inlands*
Vigorous centers of culture also existed on the East Coast where Negro
and Arab merchants traded with India and China* On the west coast of
Africa, where most of the ancestors of the American Negro dwelled, poli**
tical institutions ranged from extended family grouping to village states
and territorial empires* These states had their armies, courts and in¬
ternal revenue departments* Scholars have said that the African was a
legal genius* Agriculture was the basis of economic life, tribes special¬
ized in weaving and farming, and cowrie shell was used for money* The
land belonged to the community with the use of simple bellows and char¬
coal fires, melted iron that manufactured beautiful implements*^
Family life was organized among many tribes on a matrilineal basis
— that is, descent was traced through the mother* Among the poor, mono¬
gamy was practiced* The West Africans were a short brood, with straight
hair, and aquiline noses* They were all colors, chocolate, asphalt, cafe'
au lait, persimmon, and cream* They spoke in many tongues; however, only
four languages were used before the white man came* They believed in a





Before the coming of the white man's music, rhythm was an every¬
day thing. There was polyrhythmic, percussive techniques and the call
and response pattern with the leader and chorus alternating, and the
poetry of the tom-tom and the synchopated movements of the body. Men
and women danced, because dancing had religious meaning. It was life
itself. This attitude later came to America. Slavery also existed in
Africa. Unlike American slavery, men used other men as they did in
Greece and Rome. It was well organized and more advanced culturally.^
Under European penetration and the slave trade, much of African culture
was deleted. The European slave trade began in \kkk and continued for
more than 400 years. During this period, some forty million Africans
were transported from their motherland. Some twenty million of these
men and women came to the New World. Millions of these Africans, some
during and after their capture, died in Africa or on the ships and plan¬
tations. Although these figures used are instructive, and not statisti¬
cal, the slave trade was a living people lying, stealing, murdering, and
dying. The slave trade was a black mother suffocating her newborn baby
because she did not want him to grow up a slave, captains forcing his
slaves to the point of breaking their teeth, greedy kings raiding their
villages to get slaves to buy brandy, a pious captain holding prayer
services twice a day on his slave ship and later writing a famous hymn
"Amazing Grace". Although slavery began in America in 1619, its history
goes back to the dawn of history; it had been a practice known to every
country known to man. It was old when Moses was young. In Plato's Athens
^Ibid.
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and Caesar's Rome men, white and black and brown were bought and sold.
Slavery existed in the Middle Ages in Christian Europe and Pagan Africa;
however, there is a sharp difference between ancient slavery and modern
slavery because ancient slavery had little or nothing to do with race*
With rules of wars, Christian and Moslems added a new dimension to this
ancient institution.^
The first black immigrants were slaves. They came under duress
and pressure but soon a system was established known as indentured servi¬
tude, which enabled poor white men to come to America and sell their
services for a number of years to a planter, so a number of them were
shipped to colonies and sold to the highest bidder. Some were sold by
the captains of the ships. Some were kidnapped on the streets of London
and Bristol as the Negroes were kidnapped in the jungles of Africa. With
a world-wide demand on tobacco and cotton, the plantation owners focused
their attention on labor forces. Early American colonies were not overly
scrupulous about color or national origin. But their attempts failed to
get white men and women, so they turned to the Negro. The Negro did not
have the advantages as the whites and Indians, the whites could blend with
the crowd and the Indians knew the countryside. So Virginia and Maryland
in 1660 passed laws that made Negroes servants for life. Inter-marriages
were forbidden. Children born of Negro women were ruled bond or free,
according to the status of the mother. Religion was rationalized in that
Negroes were good material for slava-y because they were not Christians.
10




The Negroes were widely scattered on the plantations in the southern
states* The Negro slaves were completely stripped of their African cul¬
tural heritage* The African family system was destroyed and the slaves
were separated from their kindreds and friends; moreover, in the United
States there was little chance that he could rivet the ties of kinship
and old associations* He was forced to learn English in order to obey
the commands of his white masters*^^
Such a history has left the Negro with a problem that cuts far
deeper than whether or not to eat watermelon or listen to jazz* The
Europeans brought to this country rich cultures and long histories; whereas,
the black was completely stripped of his past and severed from any culture,
save that of America* The Negroes' self-esteem suffers because he is
constantly receiving an unpleasant image of himself from the behavior of
others to him* It is this that forces the black man to begin to wonder
12
if he really exists*
Although history has revealed that men can be enslaved under certain
conditions, it also reveals that it is hard to crush a man's love for
freedom* Today, more and more black people are entering the tunnel of
black identity, with the hope of emerging a complete entity, together with
themselves and together with American society* The phrase "black and
beautiful" a term used to express a sense of oppression, past and present,
combined with a new sense of pride, it means doing your thing; being proud
of what you are; knowing what you are as nature has formed you and being
^^Franklin E* Frazier, Black Bourgeoisie (New Yorks Macmillan
Company, 1957)» p. 12*
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Charles E* Silberman, 1oc* cit*. p* 75*
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proud of It. With the advent of the phrase young black people brought
its meaning to their own experience and created their individualism.
This, of course, is reflected in their manners and style of dress. Young
black youth have lost some of their taste for western design, and have
chosen the Afro accent from head to toe. The Afro hair cut and hairdo
(the natural) were popularized by the so-called "black militant" leaders.
These include wire-rimmed sun shades, odd shaped earrings, sandals and
the African dress with its bright colors, stripes and intricate designed
patterns. No longer will black people see the white world as days gone
by. No longer will they try to cover up their natural beauty with skin
lighteners and hair straighteners, trying to be white. The appearance
in itself does not explain or reflect the real meaning of "black is
beautiful"; however, it does serve as a colorful reflection or an even
more important feeling in the black community — a feeling of pride.
There is also the Black Power Movement which is a political, social,
religious, and a psychological reality. Expressing itself in soul music.
Afro-appearance, freedom schools, political groups, economics, initiatives
and a growing feeling of pride in black identity, it has several inter¬
pretations; it is used by leaders who want the black community to become
more self-determining; to find its identity, reconstruct its own past and
become psychologically free in order to integrate with the white man on
equal footing. Further, its emphasis is on "black consciousness", an
endeavor to develop a simple pride, self-esteem and a sense of dignity in
^^Caesar D, Coleman, Beyond Blackness to Destiny (Memphis, Tennessee
General Christian Board, Methodist Episcopal Church, 1965), p* 15*
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being black* Another advocate of black consciousness is to liberate the
black man from the shame he has of himself for too long he has been
taught that he is inferior, sub»human, lazy, "good-for-nothing", a nigger,
characterized by an animal passion and childish mentality* This intensive
brain-washing has had its psychologically and spiritually crippling ef¬
fects*
Political Search
Politically, the black man has continued his search for identity*
Malcolm X said "Our political philosophy of Black Nationalism means we
must control the politics and the politicians of our communities* Our
accent will be upon youth; we need new ideas, new methods and new approach¬
es* The young students of political science will be called upon to launch
their own independent study, and give us their analysis and suggestions."^^
Malcolm saw twenty-two million blacks waking up beginning to see what they
used to only look at* They have come to realize that new political trends
are going from coast to coast and to recognize that at election time the
races are so close that they have to have a recount such as the Kennedy
and Nixon competition for President* This has shown that black people
can help determine who can sit in the White House*^^ Stokely Carmichael
contends that in order to deal with racism, there must be political
modernization which includes three things: (l) searching for new and
different forms of political structure to solve political and economic
^^George Brietman, Malcolm X Speaks (New York: Grove Press, Inc*,
1965), p. 21*
10
problems; (2) questioning old values and institutions, and (3) broadening
the base of political participation to include more people in the decision
making process. This struggle to modernize our society is made because
it is very clear that society supports a racist system. Black people
should not be asked to support and adopt most of these values. Then too,
black people must not be assimilated into middle^class America because,
as a whole, this class is without regards to humanity. The black man's




Economically, the black man is in search of his identity. Whether
or not economic change is brought about through progress or disorganize*
tion both are in themselves social change. Since the 30's notable
changes have occured in union racial practices. For one thing, the number
of unions with formal race bars declined from at least 26 in 1930 to only
2 when the Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed the provisions. Negro union
membership increased from about 56,000 in 1930 to over 1.5 million in
1964, with Negroes occupying official positions at practically every
level.Segregated seniority rosters have been eliminated in many places
and a few Negroes have moved into white collar jobs and supervisory posi¬
tions over whites in southern plants. It is true that these changes have
come about for trade unions' reasons rather than racial reasons, but some
'^Stokley Carmichael, Black Power (New York: Random House, 196?),
pp. 39-40.
'^Ray Marshall, The Negro Worker (Canada: Random House, Inc.,
1967), p. 49.
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unions have taken measures specifically designed to improve the position
1 P)of their Negro members and potential members*
No one who has carefully studied racial employment could conclude
that any one factor has been responsible for reducing discrimination;
however, the single most important cause of these changes has been or¬
ganized pressure from Negrce s and from civil rights groups who played
very important roles in supplementing legal programs geared to economic
advance for the black man.^^ For example, the N,A,A,C,P,*s main thrust
is directed toward assimilating blacks into the present socio-economic
structure of white America. But in the present political and economic
context this is neither possible nor desirable. On the national level,
it means the destruction of the third world (Africa, Asia, and Latin
America). Therefore, the N.A.A.C.P. displays strong acceptance of the
United States Foreign Policy. The present-day Negro leadership has no
independent international position because it does not see the struggle
in nationalist terms.
Now since non-discrimination policies have been developed and can
expect to be better perfected, the Negro's job conditions in the future
are likely to be conditioned more by the level of employment than by
specific discrimination.
However, Malcolm X implied, "if your power base is only here, you
can forget it. You must have a power base among your brothers and sisters
^^Ibid.. p. 50.
’Francis Broderick, Negro Protest Thoughts in the 20th Century
(New York: Bobbs-Merri11, Inc., 1965)» p. 169.
^Opioyd B. Barbour, The Black Power Revolt (Boston: Sargeant
Publishers, 1968), pp. 157-58.
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and among people who have something in common with you, because when you
build a power base in this country you are building it where you are not
in any way related to what you build it on. You can work here, but you
had better put your base somewhere else. Don't put it in the white man's
hands. If our organization is to be effective, your and my bases must be
at home, and this is not home."^'
The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is searching the black
community for qualified Negro applicants for various programs and is sup¬
plying them with the guidance and counseling to insure successful comple¬
tion performance on jobs. Since employment declines faster for non-whites
than for whites, Negro male employment increases slower than white male
employment in expanding industries. Although unemployment declined below
the 4 per cent level during the 1966 it remains to be seen if unemployment
22
can be maintained at such a low level for a substained period of time.
Cultural Search
The black man is also using culture styles in his search for iden¬
tity. The black population has concluded that the future lies in casting
not just a ballot but the total vote.- the human person against injustice.
The use of the black body against injustice is necessary as a means of
creating social disruption and dislocation, precisely because the accepted
democratic channels have been denied the Negro, In practice it works like
this! having urged the social institutions to desegregate to no avail,
^^Brietman, loc. cit., p. 29.
22Ray Marshall, 1oc. cit.. pp, 159.
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the black people see that the white connunlty would rather yield to the
threats of the segregationists (in the name of law and order) than change
the social system. And so Negroes conclude that they must upset the
social equilibrium more drastically than the opposition can. They placed
their bodies against an unjust law by sitting in a restaurant or a library,
playing in a park or swimming in a pool. The segregationist, frequently
joined by the police, attacks and brutality follows. But the black people
keep coming, crowd after crowd and the jails fill. The blacks boycott
the stores. Businessmen begin to lose their money until the business
community opens up for discussion and negotiation with the Negro community,
an approach the business community had earlier dismissed when it was pro«
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posed by Negro leaders.
Such leaders as Martin Luther King and his nonviolent movement
grew out of the bus boycott of Montgomery, Alabama, 1955 and 1956 which
led to the desegregation of the city's busses. Dr. King moved the
struggle from the courtroom to the streets, from the law libraries to
the pews of the churches. For twenty years, Negro leaders had been inching
toward this fateful decision. In the thirties, this included Harlem's
Adam Clayton Powell, Asa Phillip Randolph, the Sleeping Car Porters'
leader, CORE who cleaned up downtown Baltimore and St. Louis with non¬
violent sit-ins, later campaigns and the first "freedom riders" sent into
the south. But in 1955 Martin Luther King fused these elements and added
the missing link. He brought in the black church. Using songs and symbols
he transformed a spontaneous racial protest into an awesome passive resis¬
tance movement with a method and an ideology "love your enemies." This
^^Broderick, 1oc. cit.. p. 309.
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movement brought together laborers^ college professors, and doctors,
cooks, porters and field hands of Mississippi.^^
Stokley Carmichael marched through Greenville, Mississippi leading
the marches in a new militant chant, •'We want black power," Thirteen
months later, on July 20, 1967, the black power movement was formally
legitimatized by the National Conference on Black Power in Newark, New
Jersey. At this conference a Black Manifesto was drawn up reading in
part:
Blacks who live under the racist government of America
stand at the crossroads of either an expanding revolution
of ruthless extermination; it is incumbent that we get
our own house in order, if we are to fully utilize the
potentialities of the revolution, or to resist our own
execution, 'blacks must develop the organizational and
technical competence to initiate and enact our own pro*
grams,' control of African communities and nations through¬
out the world because these still remain in the hands of
white supremacists oppressors. It is therefore, resolved
that the National Conference on Black Power sponsored the
creation of an International Black Congress, to be organized
out of the soulful roots of our people and to reflect the
new sense of power and revolution now blossoming in black
communities in America and black nations throughout the
world.25
The National Conference on Black Power wrote the most bold and most
radical chapter in the black man's four-century old struggle to be true
equals among equals.
The Black Muslims have also made many positive and constructive
efforts in the black community. This group has brought greater self-
reliance and dignity to the Negro community. They have also instilled
pride and esteem in Negroes by emphasizing Negro history and achievement.
^^Bennett, 1oc. cit.. p. 313*
^^Floyd B. Barbour, The Black Power Revolt (Boston: Sargeant Pub





Educationally, the black man has continued his search for identity
because for )ears there was little concern in this country on the part
of either Negroes or whites with the problem of racial pride and segre¬
gation in education. Increasingly, in the late forties, and early fif¬
ties, there was dissatisfaction with the legally mandated separation of
the races in southern schools, called de jure segregation. The Negro
schools of the north were generally the result of patterns of housing
segregation over which the schools had no control. Since neighborhood
schools reflected the racial character of the geographic area served,
this was called de facto segregation. Years ago the Supreme Court had
held in Plessy versus Ferguson that "separate but equal" was legal.
However, repeated studies including those of presidentially-appointed
committees were revealing that there was a great gap between Negro and
white schools of the south in the quality of education. After all, the
purpose of education is to create in a person the ability to look at the
world for himself and to decide for himself whether there is a God, in
Heaven or not. He must ask questions of the universe, and then learn to
live with those questions in a way that he could achieve his own identity.^7
So, if the black man is to see himself relating to society he must try to
change it, and fight it no matter what the risk may be. This is the only
way for societies to change. Dr. Bernard Kramer states, "it must be
forcefully brought to the attention of the school administrators that the
Negro in America is a central problem of America—that the basic, key need
^^William Kvaraceus, Negro Self-Concept (St. Louis* McGraw-Hill,
1965), P. 39.
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is to bring to the American public an accurate, and meaningful interpre¬
tation of the Negro in American life, both in educational content and in
educational practice* This means facing up to the question of segrega¬
tion.
The Future
What does the future hold for black people in this country? The
future shows the national government still reluctait in pushing the
civil rights laws already on the books* Manifesting a faltering interest
in civil rights movements but a greater interest in wars and conditions
of other countries, it is understandable that all the elaborate and de¬
tailed programs that have been published by the government have moved at
at such a slow rate of speed* It is very clear that a government that has
sanctioned a century of denial for some of its people can be depicted as
ardent and impatient to bestow gifts of freedom*
When an oppressed people realize a deliverance, it means they
have accumulated the power to change* So it is our own task to discover
how to organize our strength into compelling power so that the govern¬
ment cannot elude our demands* We must develop from our strength a
situation that will compel the government to find it wise to collaborate
with it*
Now we will err and falter as we travel unfamiliar paths, but that
is no alternative* Blacks must group together to influence the course
of events*
Black writers must continue to illuminate the imperfections in
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this supposedly democratic society and continue to force a concern for
a re>examination cf the true meaning of American democracy. The Negro
protests has caused the nation to probe more searchingly the essential
nature of democracy. So the black man must write more persuasive essays
and bookS} because he is without the television, publication and broad
forums. So his pen must do the work that is needed.
Nonviolent direct action will continue to be a significant source
of power, although there will be other groups such as the Black Panther
Party until these sources of power are made irrelevant by the presence
of justice.
The economic power of the black man in days ahead shows organized
labor will increase its importance in the destinies of Negroes. There
will emerge white leaders with ideals. They will find that they will be
benefitted by a constructive relationship with their black membership.
However, blacks who are almost wholly a working people will not and can¬
not be casual toward union movements.
Organized labor will increase its importance in the destinies of
blacks with automation producing a dislocation of unskilled labor. The
black man is forced into an enterprise of unorganized low wage scales
with longer hours needed. The service and protection of the unions, and
the union movement will need black membership in order to maintain its
relative strength in the whole society. One such union is the Teamsters,
who were ousted some years ago from the AFL-CIO, launched an expansion
program that has increased its membership to nearly two million. Blacks
have joined their ranks, being some of the highest paid workers. The
United Auto Workers Union has announced a new policy directed at organizing
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the poor, black and white, in the south and the north.
The black man must strive for representation and influence in the
labor movement. Young people need to think of union careers as they
think of other professions. They could take up the mantle of A. Phillip
Randolph who rose to the executive council of the AFL-CIO and became a
symbol of courage, compassion and integrity. We must not allow ourselves
to accept the midd1e>c1ass attitude toward labor movements.
Another area of economic power is the Negro as a consumer. The
Southern Christian Leadership Conference has been a pioneer in developing
mass boycott movements against discrimination. One department of S.C.L.C.
is called Operation Breadbasket where the primary aim is securing more
and better jobs for black people. It calls on the black community to
support businesses that will give a fair share of jobs to blacks and to
withdraw support from those businesses that have discriminating policies.
The key word of Operation Breadbasket is "respect". It says in substance,
if you respect my dollars, you must respect my person. If you respect
my quantitative support, then you must respect the quality of my job and
my basic material needs.
Members of Operation Breadbasket in the City of Atlanta, serving
on a team made up of clergymen, call on the management of a business in
the conmunity to request basic factors in the company's total number of
employees, the number of black employees, the departments or job classic
fication in which all employees are located and the salary ranges:for
each. The team returns with this data to be evaluated and makes recom¬
mendations concerning the number of new and upgraded jobs that should be
requested. The decision on the number of jobs requested is usually based
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on population figures: if a city has a 30 per cent black population,
then it is logical to assume that Negroes should have at least 30 per
cent of the jobs in any particular company, and jobs in all categories,
rather than only in menial areas* The next step is negotiation. The
team of clergymen returns to the management of the company and transmits
the request to hire or upgrade a specified number of qualified blacks
within a reasonable period of time. If negotiations break down, the
step of real power and pressure is taken. This fourth step consists of
a massive call for economic withdrawal from the company's product and
accompanying demonstrations if necessary. Then, ministers go to pulpits
and to other communication media and ask blacks to stop buying the employ¬
ers' product or patronizing his business. They dramatize the dispute
to the brothers and sisters by picketing the stores where the products
in question are sold. The fall-off in trade and the concommitant
silencing of the cash register isaresult of the boycott causing the com¬
pany to meet the demands.
In most cases, it is not necessary to take step four, because
most business executives are aware of the black man's buying power. Opera¬
tion Breadbasket is now requesting that businesses with stores in the
ghetto deposit the income for those establishmei ts in Negro owned banks,
and that Negro owned products be placed on the counters of all their
stores. In this way it seeks to stop the drain of resources out of the
ghetto with nothing remaining there for its rehabilitation.
Another strain of blackness will be to vocalize in the political
arenas. Negro population is steadily increasing in the metropolis in
search of employment and opportunity, bringing with it a higher birth
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rate than the white population. These two trends, along with the white
population fleeing to the suburbs will produce a fast-gathering of a
black majority in the large cities.
This change in the composition of the cities can be seen in the
light of its political significance. This is seen especially in the
northern cities vhere the political destiny of the states is realized.
These states hold the destinies of the presidential race, because they
hold the dominant vote, so the Democrats and Republicans alike must take
into account which way the black vote goes. No longer are blacks wooed
to the story of Abraham Lincoln, due to the fact that the party fails to
shrink the influence of its ultra-right wing.
Presently, the black vote is only partially realized in strength.
It can be doubled in the south. In the north, blacks are registered in
equal proportion to the whites; however, they do not vote in the sane
proportions. The reason for this is that Negroes have not yet been
caught up with all the fanfare of election season. However, when the black
man learns that united and organized pressure can achieve results he will
make his influence felt. Negroes are traditionally manipulated because
the political powers take advantage of three major weaknesses: (l) The
manner in which our political leaders emerge; (2) our failure to achieve
effective political alliances, and (3) a reluctance to participate fully
in political life.
We will have to do more than register and vote. Leaders must be
created whom we can respect. Those who have moved with ethical prin¬
ciples, can be applauded with an enthusiasm that enables us to really
support them. Higher standards must be demanded for support to be merited.
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In addition to the development of genuinely Independent and repre¬
sentative political leaders^ we will have to master the art of political
alliances* Negroes must reform from the old time political machine* We
must support Independent parties If they are prepared to take our demands
seriously and fight for them* This political freedom w111 allow us to
express our feelings which will determine a new spirit or attitude of
our being equal to others In any aspects of life* This alliance will be
among blacks, Puerto Ricans, labor liberals, certain churches and middle
class elements* This has been described by Miss Kelley,* a teacher In
New York, who spoke of the largest boycott ever conducted In New York*
Nearly a half of a million Negroes and Puerto Ricans joined hands In a
danonstratlon that emptied the segregated schools* Now, a true alliance
Is based upon some self-interest of each component group and a common
Interest Into which they merge* Each must have a goal from which It
benefits and none must have an outlook In conflict with the other* Unions
have mutual Interests with us; both can profit In the relationship*
Racism Is a tenacious evil, but Is not Immutable* Millions of
underprivileged whites are In the process of considering the contradic¬
tion between segregation and economic progress* After all, white suprem¬
acy can only feed the ego and not stomachs* Governors Wallace and Maddox
know this, so they present themselves as liberals and segregationists at
the same time*
In the future, the black man will become a political activist* We
The writer's sister-in-law*
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must be guided in this direction because we need political strength. Al¬
though started on this road through protest movements, we must involve
everyone we can reach, even those without adequate education, and to¬
gether acquire political sophistication by discussion, practice and read¬
ing.
Finally, there is little future for black people who seek their
identity without the religious emphasis. The black preacher must develop
a black theology that will lend itself to social problems of his people.
It must be functional to the needs and aspirations of a people who have
suffered and are now demanding liberation from their oppression and oppres¬
sors. Throughout the black man's history the church has been in the center
of its people's involvement.
The black church must face up to its responsibilities, because it
must bring the real Christian tradition into the hearts of black people.
The black church must make God's work through Jesus Christ revealed and
be real in the black community. When black people begin to hear Jesus
as a contemporary to their life's situation, they will recognize the
meaning of the gospels. Christianity becomes for them a religion of pro¬
test against the suffering and affliction of man.
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